Chapter I.

THE LIFE OF KABfR.

It is generally allowed that of all the gieat
Hindu'Reformers Kabir and Tuisi Dass have
had the greatest influence for good among
the uneducated classes of Northern and Cen-
tral India. Kabir has been fittingly described
by Sir W. W. Hunter as the Indian Luther
of the 15th century.

Among those who acknowledge their in-
debtedness to Kabir as a spiritual guide are
Nanak Shah of the Panjab, the founder of
the Sikh communit}7" ; Dadu of Ahmedabad
(i544)1 founder of the Panth that bears his
name, and Jag Jfwan Dass of Oudh (1760)
the founder of the Sat Nami sect. Among
relig'ious teachers whose doctrine is said to
be largely based'upon the teaching of Kabir
are Bribhan, the founder of the Sadh com-
munity (1658), Baba Lal of M&lwa and Shiva
Narain of Ghazipur.

Of these Nanak Shah is the teacher with
whose name the English reader is most familiar
and it is therefore well in his case to enlarge

(1) AH the dates given in the text refer to the year Anno
Domini.